
Introducing Intensive French
We’re excited to announce that in September 2020, we will be introducing the 
Intensive French program to Eric G. Lambert School. The program will provide a 
great opportunity for students to learn a new language in a dynamic classroom 
setting. Intensive French officially begins for students upon entering Grade 6, with 
preparation years in Grades 4 and 5. It is an all-inclusive program where all students 
participate with the same opportunities. 

Different from Other  
French Programs

We chose the Intensive French program because we 
believe it’s the best option for our students. 
Unlike the Late and Early French immersion 
programs, no school subject is taught in French, 
meaning students are not learning French at the 
same time they are learning a new subject. The 
program also improves on the regular Core French 
program because more time and emphasis is 
placed on learning the language naturally. Students 
learn how to communicate in French by using the 
language in real, everyday conversations. 

The Program
•	 Intensive French is a literacy-based approach, which means 

students learn to speak, read, and write in French, in that order—
the natural way to learn a language.

•	 Grammar is acquired naturally through use, allowing children to 
learn how to apply rules as they communicate in French.

•	 Support will be in place to ensure success for students—of all 
abilities—to learn how to confidently and fluently communicate  
in French.

•	 Using their second language, students speak, read, and 
write about themselves and their experiences while actively 
participating in the French language. 

•	 Teachers make connections across subject areas to relate skills  
to real life situations. This method helps students learn and 
ensures they acquire the skills, abilities, and knowledge required 
for Grade 6. 

Designed For  
All Students
All students can be  
successful in the program.

Teaching strategies, 
such as working in 
pairs and in small 
groups, give students 
personal support.

Students quickly acquire  
the ability to express 
themselves orally in French, 
which gives them confidence 
with the language.

Students are re-taught how to 
read and write. This gives them a 
second chance to acquire these 
abilities and places all students 
at a very similar level. 

Language learning activities are selected based on 
the interests of the students (family, hobbies, the local 
community context, etc.). Students learn to speak, read, 
write, and engage in projects related to a theme.

Students learn language orally first, using correct forms and 
structures. This allows students to build a non-conscious 
internal understanding of grammar that enables them to 
express themselves naturally, accurately, and fluently.

Reading and writing activities are introduced once students 
have used the required language structures orally. At this 
point, students learn how to read what they can already 
say and then to write what they already say and read. 
Grammatical accuracy is still important in the program, 
but it becomes a focus once the students have acquired a 
comfortable level of speaking French naturally. 



Benefits of Second Language Learning

The ability to understand and speak French is only one benefit of a French second-language 
education. Research shows that students who are educated in a second language—particularly 
those in immersion programs—see additional benefits from the experience, including mental 
flexibility, improved employment prospects, and greater ability to adopt new perspectives.

•	 French and English are Canada’s  
official languages.

•	 French is the first language of one in four 
Canadians, the official language of 25 
countries, and 300 million people worldwide.

•	 French is a working language of world 
diplomacy. Organizations like the Red 
Cross, the Olympics, the United Nations, 
and more all use French to communicate.

•	 French allows increased participation in a 
global community—it is the second most 
common language on the Internet and is 
the only language other than English that is 
spoken on all five continents.

•	 French increases employment 
opportunities. Research indicates that 
bilingual Canadians earn a higher income.

•	 Multi-language speakers have higher 
average scores in reading, language, and 
math. Studies also suggest enhanced 
cognitive and intellectual abilities.

Semester 1 (September–January)

Students are immersed in the French language for most of the day 
(approx. 60% of time), using a balanced second-language literacy 
approach: speaking, reading, and writing.

•	 A maximum of four subjects are taught in English. French 
language learning classes take up the remaining time. 

•	 Learning and subject matter is based on themes from courses 
in the second semester.

Semester 2 (February–June)

Students continue to receive French instruction for the regular 
number of hours prescribed by the provincial curriculum (approx. 
10% of time), but preferably in larger blocks of time two to three 
times per week.

•	 Remaining school subjects not taught in the first semester  
will be taught in English. 

Math, and up to three other subjects, such as music and physical education, will be taught in English in both semesters.

Overview of 
Intensive French 
from Grade 4 to 
Level III

K to Gr. 3: 
Continue to receive French instruction  
of 135 minutes per week.

Gr. 4 & 5 Pre-intensive: 
Preparation years for Gr. 6 (320 minutes per week 
of introductory French language – consistent with 
previous curriculum levels).

Grade 6 year: 
Semester 1 – approx. 60% learning French skills.  
Semester 2 – approx. 10% French.

Grade 7–9 Post-intensive: 
Continue to develop second language (320 minutes 
per week – consistent with previous curriculum levels).

Continued options in Levels I to III: 
Students will have the opportunity to obtain an 
internationally recognized French diploma: The DELF.

Learn more about the DELF at  
delf-dalf.ambafrance-ca.org/delf-schools-junior.

Grade 6 Intensive Year


